
We applied to The National Lottery Heritage Fund and 
were successful in being awarded an additional grant 
to undertake a mini project allowing a small number 
of community volunteers to safely conduct some 
archaeological work alongside Mercian Archaeological 
Services CIC. 

The grant also funded local film production company Besq 
to record the activities and to create a film to share with 
local residents and schools. We hope the film will provide 
opportunity for more people to learn about the project and 
gain a better understanding of the processes involved and 
of the importance of the site. The film will be available to 
watch on the Warsop Old Hall website very soon.

The Warsop Old Hall project is vital in unearthing the past 
of the building and its importance to the area, but also 
in securing its future as a much loved community venue. 
Local resident Eric Hill who volunteered his time to be part 
of the mini project in September and October believes 
‘Warsop and the surrounding area is full of history’ and he 
is really keen to get lots more people involved in their local 
community and to take an interest in its heritage. 

Mercian Archaeological Services CIC along with volunteers 
conducted a topographical survey of the exterior of the 
building using a Total Station. This records the co-ordinates 
of the site to create an accurate plot of the building. The 
team then went on to conduct an electrical resistance survey 
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and a process called magnetoemtry to identify what lies 
beneath the ground without having to excavate. The results 
are currently being collated and will be added to by the main 
project, next year. The team, however, can confirm at this 
time that a piece of masonry in the Tudor Barn is a medieval 
window that, at some stage has been blocked up, and there 
is also evidence which indicates there may have been a 
huge fire place in the Tudor Barn.

If you are interested in finding out more about the project 
and would like to get involved in any up and coming virtual 
events then please follow the Warsop Old Hall Facebook 
page and also email: warsopoldhall@vibrantwarsop.org to 
be added to the mailing list. 

The project team are eager to learn more about what The 
Parish Centre means to the community as well as recording 
any memories or stories that people can recall about the Old 
Hall and the surrounding area either when it was a farm or 
in its current iteration as The Parish Centre. Please contact 
us if you would like to share these either via email or by 
telephoning Stacey on: 07903954474.

James has an ambition to become a community 
archaeologist and is volunteering on the Warsop Old Hall 
project. We are really pleased to have James assisting us, 
not only does he bring a range of skills and expertise but he 
also inspires us with his fascination for how and why things 
are as they are today, because of history.

James is particularly interested in learning the secrets of the 
Old Hall and of Warsop and the surrounding areas. With a 
specialism in Medieval hunting grounds and lodges, and 
with the Old Hall being situated so close to the boundary of 
Sherwood Forest this project and James couldn’t be better 
matched.

James has always been interested in local history since 
doing a school project about Sherwood Forest at primary 
school. He began attending a young archaeologist group 
and studied history at secondary school which led him 
to work on other Mercian Archaeological Services CIC 
projects including King John’s Palace at Clipstone, projects 
at Cuckney and the Thynghowe excavation. James has 
been inspired by these experiences to go on to study 
Archaeology at university and hopes that The Warsop Old 
Hall project will also encourage other young people to get 
involved in learning more about their local history, ancestors 
and heritage. 

Local Archaeologist in Training
James Smalley, an ex Birklands and Meden School pupil is currently 
studying towards a Masters in Field Archaeology at York University.  

All photograph credited to Stephen Hinde (local resident)
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Method: 
STEP 1
Rub the butter, flour and a pinch of salt together until 
the mixture resembles fine breadcrumbs. Add the 
sugar and the vanilla and egg yolk. 
Blend together until balls of dough have formed. 
Tip the dough onto a work surface and knead briefly 
to make a smooth ball. Cut into two equal pieces, pat 
them into discs, then wrap and chill for at least 30 
mins. Line two baking sheets with baking parchment. 
STEP 2
Remove the dough from the fridge 15 mins before you 
roll it out. Lightly flour your work surface and rolling 
pin. Unwrap 1 piece of dough and roll it out to the 
thickness of a 50p coin. 
Use a 6cm star cutter to stamp out stars (you should 
get about 15) and transfer to a baking sheet. 
STEP 3
Unwrap and roll out the other piece of dough. 
Stamp out 15 more stars and transfer to the second 
baking sheet. Stamp holes from the middle of 15 of 
the biscuits using the smaller cutter. 
Cover and chill for 15 mins. 
Heat the oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Bake for 10-15 
mins (the stars with a hole need less time), cool for 5 
mins, then transfer to a wire rack to cool completely. 
STEP 4
Meanwhile, make the filling. Whisk the butter, 
sugar and 50g of the jam. Transfer to a piping bag 
with a small round nozzle, or snip off the end to make 
a 1⁄2cm opening.
         Put the remaining jam in another piping bag and 
             snip off the end to make a slightly smaller hole.      
              STEP 5
               Pipe blobs of the filling around the edge of each  
                    whole biscuit, leaving a space in the centre. 
                                  Fill the space with jam, then sandwich 
                                                                     a biscuit with a hole 
                                                                           cut out on  top
                                                                              of each one.
                                                                                Will keep in an 
                                                                                                 airtight 
                                                                                                    container 
                                                                                                  for up to 
                                                                                               three days.

Taken from the BBC Good Food Guide, 
this is a perfect recipe to make with the 
family and will enjoyed by everyone.

Ingredients:
 • 175g cold unsalted butter, cubed
• 250g plain flour, plus extra for dusting
• 100g golden icing sugar
• 1 tsp vanilla extract
• 1 egg yolk

For the filling:
• 50g unsalted butter, softened
• 160g icing sugar
• 120g seedless raspberry or strawberry jam
You will need 2 star cutters 6cm and 3cm but you 
can experiment with 
different shapes.

Jammy Star Christmas Cookies
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           Ho Ho Ho!
Christmas Fun 
for Everyone
This December, join us online 
for some friendly, festive 
fun with all the tinsel and 
trimmings to celebrate our 
wonderful community and to 
put you in the Christmas spirit! 
Every day between Wednesday 9th and Satuday 20th 
we will post a different activity led or presented by 
different groups, organisations and businesses within 
our community. You will find these on Vibrant Warsop’s 
social media and the Vibrant Warsop website: 
www.vibrantwarsop.org or @vibrantwarsop 

We won’t be bringing you a partridge in a pear tree or 
any lords a leaping, but there will be things for all of the 
family to enjoy. 

We have an online quiz that you can take part in 
through your mobile phone,. Local school pupils will 
be singing Christmas Carols and sending out their 
season’s greetings.

There will be a Christmas recipe from Oaklands, a craft 
activity from The Inner Wheel and storytelling from 
Mary Birchenall. There will be music, mirth and much, 
much more, which you will be able to enjoy from the 
safety of your own home. 

Santa is even getting in on the act and will be offering 
Zoom calls with children. You will have to book early 
to avoid disappointment. 

More details of Santa Zoom will be made available 
from the Rotary Club of Warsop, Shirebrook and 
District and through Vibrant, nearer to the 
time, so watch this space.

If you are a local business or organisation 
or if you have a special talent that you 
would like to perform as part of our 
12 Days of Christmas, please get in touch, 
we would love for you to get involved.

So trim up your trees, munch on mince 
pies and connect with your community. 

   YULE be sorry 
       to miss it!
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Christmas Wordsearch 
Clues:

Word 
Puzzle
Using the 
middle letter 
make as many 
words as 
you can.

A PARTIRIDGE in 
a pear tree
Two turtle DOVES 
Three French HENS
Four calling BIRDS
Five gold RINGS
Six GEESE a-laying

Seven SWANS a-swimming
Eight MAIDS a-milking
Nine LADIES dancing
Ten LORDS a-leaping
Eleven PIPERS piping
Twelve DRUMMERS 
drumming

Warsop 
kids quiz
 1.  What is the name of  
  Santa's reindeer who has 
  a red nose?
 2.  Where does Santa live?
 3.  Where on a Christmas
  tree do you put the angel?
 4.  What is the name 
  of Santa's helpers?
 5.  What are pulled on 
  Christmas day that contain 
  a hat, a joke and a toy?
 6.  What colour is the Grinch?
 7.  What type of calendar 
  contains chocolate?
 8.  What date is 
  Christmas day?
 9.  In the Nativity, how many 
  wise men are there?
 10.  Which of Santa's 
  reindeers name starts with 
  the letter B?

What a Laugh
Why was the snowman looking 
through the carrots? 
He was picking his nose!

Who hides in the bakery at 
Christmas? 
A mince spy! 

Who is Santa’s favourite singer? 
Elf-is Presley!

Why was the turkey in 
the pop group? 
Because he was the only 
one with drumsticks!

Why did Santa get a parking 
ticket on Christmas Eve? 
He left his sleigh in a 
snow parking zone!
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Recipe for 
Fat Balls
Ingredients:
• Small block of Lard 
• Bird seed ,sunflower seeds etc 
• Porridge oats and Muesli, 
 Broken up Weetabix 
• Grated cheese 

Method:
Soften the lard in a mixing bowl either using a 
spoon or with your hands (you may wish to use 
disposable gloves as it gets messy)

Add enough of the  dry ingredients so that 
it hold a ball shapes put  them in a fridge to 
harden 

The mixture could also be put into yoghurt 
pots or into old tea cups which can then be 
tied to branches 

Also don’t forget to put out fresh water 
especially in freezing weather.

Written by Friends of Warsop Vale

FEED 
THE 
BIRDS 
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WARSOP
INFOTECH
 
Whilst Warsop Infotech 
is closed, we would still 
like to help you with any 
computer or mobile device 
issues you may have.  
Would you like to learn how to 
do on-line shopping or connect 
via video message to your 
family and friends? 
Maybe pay a bill or do some 
online Christmas shopping? 
If there is anything you are 
struggling with or even just need 
a chat, please give us a call on: 

07817478521 
or email: 
warsopinfotech@yahoo.co.uk

Are you interested in 
joining a singing group? 

No previous experience needed 
and everyone welcome.

As soon as restrictions allow, we will meet 
face to face, but in the meantime we will 

meet online via Zoom. 
If you do not know how to use Zoom then 

we can help you with that too.

Contact Maddy on: 07984367153 
or email: Maddy@vibrantwarsop.org
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Finding it hard to think about 
life getting back to normal?

Warsop Kids Quiz - Answers
1. Rudolph
2. Lapland/
North Pole
3.  Top
4. Elves
5. Crackers
6. Green
7. Advent
8. 25th December
9. 3
10. Blitzen

We're Jammin'

We welcome everyone to come to 
these sessions starting in the new year.  

If you want to learn more then please 
contact Maddy on: 07984 367153 

or eamil: Maddy@vibrantwarsop.org 

Do you play an instrument? 
Would you be interested in 
having a jam with others?

Do you want to learn to play 
an instrument but not 

sure where to start?

Cant wait to get 
out of lockdown?  
What would you like to do given the opportunity? 

We have heard lots of people say they are feeling 
lonely, isolated, bored but don’t know how to take 
the first steps to change that. You could try:

Let us help. If there is something you would love to do 
but you just don’t know where to start, give us a call on 
07984 367153 or email Maddy@vibrantwarsop.org.  

Magic happens when we work together.

Sponsored by the 
TNL Community fund
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 What‘s 
stopping 

you?
Is transport 

an issue?
Let us know 

as we may be 
able to help.


