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Lee’s parents, Karen and Ken Bonsall have 
supported several charities alleviating mental 
health struggles, poverty and homelessness 
amongst veterans and service personnel over 
the last decade.

The Memorial Fund, set up in July of 2012, serves 
to honour the life and memory of Pte. Lee Bonsall. 
Lee was a young local soldier who tragically died 
back in 2012 after battling PTSD, in the aftermath 
of his service out in Afghanistan. 

Three new defibrillators 
are now out in the local 
community ready for use.
The defibrillators are in the following locations: 

• The Oaklands Centre (NG20 0JE)
• Warsop Parish Centre (NG20 0SN)
• Woodlands Care Home, 
 Spion Kop (NG20 0FN)

If you ring 999 during an emergency and a 
defibrillator is required, you will be provided with 
your nearest location and a code to remove the 
equipment from the box.

The Lee Bonsall Memorial Fund – 
Defibrillators for Warsop Parish 
A massive thank you to The Lee Bonsall Memorial Fund, as 
new defibrillators are now accessible across Warsop Parish.      

“We would like to thank all the local people 
and groups who have donated. Without the 
support of our brilliant community, this would 
not have been possible! It is because of you 
that we now have three new life-saving 
defibrillators in the local area.”    
– The Lee Bonsall Memorial Fund  

The Fashion Shop provided a £50 voucher for our 
winning photographer and Wettons Butchers supplied 
a £25 voucher for our runner-up. 

We reached out to our winners, as we wanted to hear 
from them, so that we could share with you all a bit more 
about who they are as local people and how they first got 
into photography.  

1st Place: Valerie Avison
I was delighted to see that I had won. 

I started to take up photography around 6 years ago, 
it took me a while to get used to my camera. I use a 
bridge camera, a canon power shot. After a while I had 
started to look at how I was using it, I began to look 
around me, taking my time for a good shot, at first it was 
a hobby now it is a passion. Whether it be birds, flowers, 
trees and even architecture. 

2nd Place: Ann Ballinger 
I have always been interested in photography as my 
dad used to take and develop his own black and white 

photographs at home and I remember as a child watching 
him in his dark room. The first photographs I took myself 
were black and white ones developed by my dad. Then I 
moved on to colour photos which I used to send away to 
be developed.

When I got my first digital camera, I attended courses run 
by Infotech at the Town Hall, on taking and editing picture.

I have concentrated on buildings, landscapes, and flowers, 
rather than people or wildlife, apart from my family, mainly 
my children and grandchildren. 

Nowadays I tend to take photographs on my smartphone 
instead of using a digital camera… Since I came to live 
here about 18 years ago, I have taken many photographs 
around Warsop, particularly The Carrs and Stonebridge 
and of the changes at the Gate Inn, culminating in its 
demolition and rebuild, which is where my prize-winning 
photograph was taken. 

I am a member of the Warsop and District u3a 
Photography Group and enjoy the monthly challenges 
that we have and meetings at different places.

Our Vibrant Warsop 
Photography Winners! 
In December 2021, we ran a local photography competition 
in the previous issue of Warsop Parish News. 

On Sunday, January 23rd, fundraising activities 
continued as Ken and Lee’s brother Dan 
performed with their band, Ferocious Dog at 
the John Fretwell Centre (the facility was kindly 
provided free of charge) for a charity gig, which 
saw local people and Hell Hounds (fans) from 
afar attend the event to raise money for RHYCO 
(Real Hope Youth Community Organisation). 

The gig saw approximately £10,000 raised,
 as RHYCO gained 10 new sponsors. What 
an incredible achievement! Dan Ottewell, 
Shanks’ Pony and Shanghai Treason 
performed on the night. 

It was a well-attended, thoroughly enjoyable 
evening for a fantastic cause. 

Well done everyone. 

To find out more about 
RHYCO and how you can 
get involved, check out the 
following website: 
www.marafikitrust.org/rhyco 
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A Chat on the Village 
Green with Drew Simpson 
The Bubble Bursters of Bathville is a 
children’s book, written by Drew Simpson 
with illustrations from Rory Davis.
At the recent Friends of Warsop Vale celebratory event, local children were engrossed as Drew 
Simpson read his book aloud sitting on the village green. This children’s book, inspired by his 
children’s bath toys was written by Drew who grew up in Warsop Vale. Drew also donated one of his 
books as a prize at the event.

We interviewed Drew so that we could share this news with you.

Big Warsop has been a key funder for the past few 
years, supporting Vibrant Warsop to deliver community 
projects and we thank them for all the support they 
have given.  

However, as this local funding draws to a close it is 
wonderful news that The National Lottery Community 
Fund will help us continue the work we have started 
and enable us to continue to work with community 
groups and individuals across Warsop Parish.

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
all the volunteers who give their time to support our 
projects and make things happen locally.  Without your 
support we would not have received this funding.

Community building back 
for community use
By the time you receive this edition of Warsop News 
we should be very close to opening the doors of 
the Warsop Methodist Church once again. We don’t 
yet have a new name for the centre however we will 
be asking for help to give it a new name. If you are 
interested in becoming more involved in the activities 
that will run from the centre, then please make contact.

We will have some celebration activities and events 
running to mark the re-opening and we will keep you 
posted as to when that is going to be. 

Take a look at our website and Facebook pages, and 
be sure to keep an eye out for posters in local shops 
and other community buildings.

Once again we have to thank local tradespeople for 
giving us some fantastic discounts for their work and 
volunteers for time spent cleaning, clearing, donating 
paint, brushes and rollers as well as moving furniture, 
loaning tools, garden clearing and tips runs!  Get 
involved – call Maddy at Vibrant Warsop 07984 367153

Can you tell us a bit more 
about your book? 

The book is a picture book for children, so it is 
aimed at ages of 3 to 7 but older children might 
like it as well. The illustrations were done by Rory 
Davis who also grew up in the area, we went 
to Meden School together. The book is about 
a bunch of mischievous turtles who terrorise a 
bathroom. They’re based upon my children’s 
bath toys and me moving them around, having 
fun with them, and annoying my children’s 
mum… The idea of the story came from there. 

So how does it feel, 
being back in the local area?

It’s great. It’s nice to come back, I mean the 
village has changed incredibly since I was 
growing up here. I grew up when the pit was 
still there and we sort of turned that into our 
playground… It’s nice to come back and see 

mum. And to see how the village has done 
and how vibrant it’s looking. These trees were 
planted when I moved away, so it is great to see 
how lovely it looks now. It is great to feel  the 
community spirit that a day like today has.. 

Can we expect any more books 
from you in the future?

So we have written another book called ‘Winja’ 
which is about a reluctant ninja. Now we are in 
the process of looking for somebody to publish 
that. We have done a bit of an audio version, and 
we’ll probably put some snippets of that on our 
Facebook page.  

It was great to chat with Drew, and it was 
especially heart-warming to hear about his fond 
memories of Warsop Vale and the local area. We 
can’t wait to check out WINJA!
Facebook: @drewandrorycreatedastory

Vibrant Warsop CIC have been awarded funding 
from the National Lottery Community Fund, which 
will support the organisation for the next 5 years.  

Vibrant Warsop’s
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At the start of the project, we knew that 
Warsop Old Hall was a unique building 
as it is one of the best-preserved 
examples of a building of its type in 
Nottinghamshire, so far – the findings 
affirm its uniqueness. 

Warsop Old Hall 
As the archaeology comes to a close we investigate 
the finds, celebrate our past and look to the future.

Warsop Parish Centre, Bishops Walk, Church Warsop. 
For more information please contact vicky@vibrantwarsop.org

We have successfully carried out on-site 
excavations and been able to support 
local residents and visitors to the area 
to gain a greater understanding of 
archaeology and how it helps us piece 
together our local history and landscape. 

For example, the building survey has 
highlighted some of the changes to 
the Old Hall during its time. The report 
unearthed the raising of the roof on 
several occasions, extensions to the 
Tudor Barn, and the re-use of the 
medieval window and door frames as 
interior decoration. The geophysics 
survey and excavations highlighted 
various walls on different alignments, 
potentially predating the Old Hall. These 
could be the foundation of the Dovecote.

The finds from the excavations were all 
carefully washed enabling us to identify 
several pieces of pottery including 
post-medieval, medieval, and a couple 
of pieces of Saxon pottery.

We are celebrating this amazing project 
in the form of a Live Museum which 
takes place on Saturday 19th March 
from 10am to 3pm. 

Much merriment with have a go archery, 
food tasting, a falconry display, face 
painting and tours of the old hall. Meet 
characters from history with the Ferrers 
Household recreating a 15th Century 
living and the Sherwood Outlaws 
bringing to life Forest Law and holding a 
spectacular battle re-enactment at 1pm.

Finds from the excavation work will 
be on display and you can chat to the 
archaeologists and project team to learn 
more about Warsop Old Hall discoveries. 
The event is free to all and 
complimentary refreshments 
will be available.
Once again we would like to thank 
The National Lottery Heritage Fund for 
supporting this project.  

We also need to thank Warsop 
Parochial Church Council for initiating 
the project with project partners Old 
Warsop Society, Nottinghamshire 
Buildings Preservation Trust and 
Vibrant Warsop CIC.  

Finally a big thank you to Mercian 
Archaeological Services for their support 
on the project in guiding our volunteers 
to learn new skills and undertake the 
archaeological work and a HUGE thank 
you to all the volunteers and schools 
and other organisations who have been 
assisting us with this work.

If you want to find out more, 
please come on down (or up) 
to our Live Museum on 
Saturday, March 19th 2022.



WANT TO FIND OUT ABOUT
YOUR FAMILY HISTORY? 
Then come along to Warsop Infotech’s Family History Sessions! 
These session also include full access to: Forces War Records, 
Family Search, Ancestry.com and Find My Past.com which are 
essential tools for researching your family tree.

Every Thursday 1pm - 3pm
Warsop Infotech Suite, Warsop Town Hall

FAMILY 
HISTORY 
SESSION

 
 £3PER 

PERSON

VIBRANT WARSOP

If you would like an event to be added to the diary please contact: Email: maddy@vibrantwarsop.org or Telephone: 0798436715314

Pilates 
Oaklands Centre Warsop  10am - 11am

Family History
Warsop Town Hall   1pm-3pm

Beavers
Warsop Parish Centre  5.15pm - 6.15pm

Cubs
Warsop Parish Centre  6.45pm - 8.15pm

Young Performers Ballet/Tap (9 Yrs Plus)
Meden Vale Village Hall  4.30pm - 5.30pm

On Broadway Dance Class (Adults)
Meden Vale Village Hall  5.30pm - 6.30pm
 
Voices Of The Vale Minims
Meden Vale Chapel  5.30pm - 6pm

Voices Of The Vale Ascenders
Meden Vale Chapel  6.10pm - 6.55pm

Warsop Youth Club Age 5-11
The Shed Age 5-11  5.30pm - 7pm

Warsop Youth Club Age 12-17
The Shed Age 12-17  7.30pm - 9pm

THURSDAYTHURSDAY

Line Dancing - Coming Soon 
Venue TBC  10am -11am
Call Vicky on 07817478521

Young Performers 
Irish Contemporary  (9+ years)
Meden Vale Village Hall  3.45pm - 4.30pm

Young Performers Freestyle (9+ yrs)
Meden Vale Village Hall 4.45pm - 5.30pm

Young Performers 
Musical Theatre Dance  (9+ years)
Meden Vale Village Hall  5.45pm - 6.30pm

Voices Of The Vale Little Minims
Meden Vale Chapel  4.15pm - 4.45pm

Voices Of The Vale Ascenders
Meden Vale Chapel  4.55pm - 5.40pm

Voices Of The Vale Minims
Meden Vale Chapel  5.50pm - 6.20pm

Voices Of The Vale Dynamics
Meden Vale Chapel  6.35pm - 7.20pm

Sport 4 Kidz - KMX Karting  Age 5+
The Shed Age 5+ 5pm - 6pm

Sport For Kidz - Nerf Wars Age 5+
The Shed Age 5+ 6pm - 7pm

Sport For Kidz Boxing Age 5+
The Shed  7pm - 8pm

FRIDAYFRIDAY

Low Impact Zumba
The Shed   9.30am-10.30am 
Contact Vicky 07817478521 

Qigong Shibashi
St Theresa’s Church  10am till 11am 

Singing Group  
Warsop Parish Centre   11.30am
Contact Maddy 07984 367153

Beginners Pilates 
St Theresa’s   6.30pm - 7.30pm 
Contact Kay 07599821329

Music Group  
Warsop Parish Centre   7pm-9pm
Contact Maddy 07984 367153

Warsop Youth Club  Age 5-11
The Shed    5.30pm - 7pm

Warsop Youth Club      Age 12-17 
The Shed   7pm - 9pm

MONDAYMONDAY

Coffee and Chat 
The Shed Warsop  10am-12noon 

Walking Cricket
Cuckney Cricket Club  1pm - 2.30pm

Pilates - Coming Soon 
Venue TBC   6pm - 7pm 
Call Vicky 07817478521

Singing Group  
Warsop Parish Centre   7.15pm
Contact Maddy 07984 367153 

Sport 4 Kidz Dance Session  Age 4+ 

The Shed  6pm till 7.30pm

TUESDAYTUESDAY

Warsop Scouts  
Warsop Parish Centre   7pm - 8.30pm

Sport 4 Kidz Multi Sports Age 4+
The Shed   5pm - 6pm

Burlesque Chair 
Dance 
The Black Market   6.30pm - 7.30pm 
Contact 07500347654

Sport 4 Kidz Fun Football Age 4+
The Shed   6pm - 7pm

WEDNESDAYWEDNESDAY

What’s on 
EVERY WEEK IN WARSOP PARISH

All activities are subject to change due to Covid.

WARSOP INFOTECH
 

Infotech are working to provide 
more opportunities for the 
community to learn and have fun. 
Infotech want to be sure that sessions are meeting current and future 
needs of local people. We would love to hear what type of activities or 
training courses that you would be interested in attending.   
We are always happy to hear your thoughts, so please email phoebe@
vibrantwarsop.org with any queries or suggestions that you might have.  
Infotech is currently running Family History sessions at Warsop Town 
Hall on Thursday afternoons, 1 pm - 3 pm at £3 per session. 

These sessions offer local people the chance to come along and explore 
their ancestry with fellow budding genealogists. You will be provided 
with access to computers and printers, with search engines such as 
FindMyPast, Ancestry.co.uk, Forces War Records and Family Search 
guiding you through this journey.   
You never know, you might even find ties to royalty or a popular 
shop owner that once resided on Warsop High Street, the possibilities 
are endless... 
Come on down for a cuppa, chat and find your past!


